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an  absolute  equality  basis  with   Great   Britain,    terminable   by
either party.

Mr Gandhi then stated the Congress claim, and the discietion that he
was permitted to exercise in the matter of reservation and safeguards.

He added that Lord Irwm, of all Englishmen, was able to draw him to
England. Referring to safeguards in the interests of India, Mr. Gandhi said
that the safeguards would be in mutual interest, as he would not have ad-
justments that did moral harm to Bntam, though some of them might
mean material loss.

We in India have come to the conclusion that some of the
transactions of the British Government are of questionable charac-
ter, causing terrible economic loss to the Indian people. It is
necessary that in doing belated justice to India, Britain must suffer
some material loss.

Concluding, Mahatma Gandhi expressed the feivent hope that the future
histonan would say that India fought and won hbcity without shedding
blood *

Q,. If we withdrew entirely the control of the British Army in India,
would there not be internecine strife between Hindus and Muslims and would
it not materialize into a serious and teruble condition? People ftom India
assure me that that would be the case

A. It is a good question and it is a question that has been
asked on so many occasions ever since I have conic here and in
India also.

My answer is that it is possible. It is likely that we the
Hindus and Muslims may fight one another if the British Army is
withdrawn. Well, if such is to be our lot, I do not mind it.
It is quite likely. Only if we don't go through the oideal now,
it will simply be postponement of the agony and, therefore, I per-
sonally do not mind it a bit and the whole of the Congress which
today sways the votes or the minds of millions of people has decid-
ed to run the risk of it. At the same time, my own hope is
that, if we are really fighting non-violently and truthfully, we
shall be able to avoid that calamity. But what puzzles me is this:
Why should British administrators or the British general public
worry their heads about what is going to happen when the Bri-
tish Army is withdrawn? Why would they not recall their own
history? Did the British people themselves not run the maddest
risks imaginable m order to retain their liberty? Did they not

1 The report up to this point is from Indian News,    What follows is from
Amnta Bazar Patrika.